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Intent

● To explore the key beliefs of the religious and non-religious, of the Christian and Jew, the Muslim and Hindu, the Buddhist and the Sikh.
and  how religious beliefs affect a person’s life, attitude and behaviour.

● To enable students to discuss and examine their own views (of philosophical and ethical issues) and attitudes to the world around
them.

● Religious Studies deals with the most important social and moral issues of our time, including racism, sexism and animal rights,
genetic engineering, abortion and euthanasia, slavery, poverty and war, the government, the environment and the media,
superstition, science and the internet. Religious concepts, such as God, Reality, Justice, forgiveness, Reconciliation, and Peace are
considered in relation to personal development and contemporary culture.

● To develop the ‘whole person’. We are convinced that Religious Studies makes an essential contribution to this development, ensuring
that St. Sampson’s students are respectful, polite, and able to recognise, assess and celebrate different beliefs and life choices.

● To develop Critical Thinking, Team work, Creativity, Reflection, Independence ,Resilience.
● To enable students  to develop and practice literacy skills including reading, writing,and verbal  communication.

Big Ideas

● To develop knowledge and
understanding of a range of religions
and worldviews

● To express ideas and insights about the
nature, significance and impact of
religions

● To gain and deploy the skills needed to
seriously engage with religions.

Key tier 2 and 3 vocabulary

Tier 2 words (high frequency words) -
Attribute; Evidence; Proof; Justify; Evaluate;
Valid;  Interpret; Conclude; Subjective;
Objective; Bias; Clarify; Verify; Perception;
Prejudice; Discrimination; Persecution;
Genocide; Compassion; Ponder; Feasible;
Dilemma; Stereotype; Forgiveness,
Reconciliation etc.
Tier 3 words (subject specific words) - Buddha;
Karma; Khalsa; Kirpan; Guru; Bar Mitzvah;
Torah; Sin; Atonement;  Biblical;  Baptism;
Ritual; Eucharist; Mass; Messiah;  Liturgy;
Canon; Incarnation; Apostle; Resurrection;
Zionism; Synagogue; Quaker; Purgatory;
Committal; Priest; Rabbi; Gurdwara; Imam;
Shariah Law; Qur’an ; Anti semitism; Mosque;



Enrichment or
Opportunities for

out of class
learning

● PACE (Practical Assistance in Christian Education) to deliver some lessons to Year  7 & 8.
● RS Revision/Help  Club is offered  on Thursday afterschool.
● Year 10 GCSE  pilgrimage to sacred sights around Guernsey in the Summer Term.
● Possible trip to  churches of different denominations in Year 7.

Links to Rights
Respecting School

● In  most modules students are reminded/taught that all people are equal and should be treated as such regardless of  ethnicity,
religious belief, gender, sexuality etc. This is explored in-depth in the Year 9 module Prejudice , Discrimination and  the Holocaust.

The key aspects of pupil
achievement

Knowledge
what should students
know?

Understanding
what should students

understand?
Skills

what should students be
able to do?

By age 11 students should Knowledge

The following topics in
Christianity, Judaism and
Islam:
●The meaning of a range of

religious stories;
●Religious symbolism
●Celebrations and worship
●Religion and morality
●How  religious teachings

have made a difference in
the world

●The benefits of belonging
to a religion.

●Holy books

● The importance of
belonging to a
religion

● How religious
celebrations  help
people to feel like
they belong

● How and why
religious people
worship

● That religions guide
people on  ethical
matters

● Why Holy books are
so important

● Describe what
happens during
religious festivals

● Explain why Jesus is
important to
Christians

● Express their own
views on
religious/philosophic
al questions such
‘Does God exist’?

● Reflect on religious
stories and
teachings.

KS3 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

Implement
Autumn

The Big Questions
-What do you
already know -
Baseline
assessment.
-What is RS about?
-What is religious
about Halloween?

- What is God?
-Does God exist?
-Does the
existence of the
universe prove that
God exists?
-What was the Big
Bang?

Buddhism and Suffering
-The types and causes of
suffering.
- Is it possible to avoid
suffering?
- Is suffering good for us?
-How did Buddhism begin?

- Do we cause all of our
own suffering?
-Concept of Karma
- What is The Noble
Eightfold Path?
- An evaluation of the
Eightfold Path - will it
prevent suffering?

Prejudice and
Discrimination

-Examples of
Prejudice and
Discrimination.
-How does prejudice
develop?

-Kosher Food
-The Torah
-Jewish History
-The Sabbath
-The Passover

-Jewish Festivals -
group research and



-Exploring the life of the
Buddha - Film clips from the
Little Buddha.
- The Four Sights
-The Middleway
-Enlightenment & Nirvana

- The Sangha and life in
a Buddhist monastery.
-Why do Buddhists
meditate?

-What does it mean
to be Jewish?

presentations on a
Jewish Festival.

Implement
Spring

Christ and Conflict
-Who was Jesus?
-Is there any
evidence that Jesus
existed?
-Why did the time
and place in which
Jesus lead to his
death?
-How does/has
Jesus influenced
people?
-What was life like
under occupation?
-Why did so many
people want Jesus
dead?

-Do miracles
happen?
-What happened
to Jesus in ‘Holy
Week’?
-Why is the
Crucifixion so
important to
Christians?
-Did the
Resurrection really
happen?

-If time - clips from
Jesus Christ
Superstar

What is Man?
- An individual  project in which
students explore the final line
of Alexander Pope’s  An Essay
on Man in which he claims that
humans are the  ‘Glory , Jest
and Riddle of the world.’

Over the course of a term
students produce two or three
detailed articles  on :

Glory - the achievements  of
humankind;

Jest- the failures of
humankind;

Riddle - the mysterious
side to human
existence - Life after
death; God; miracles;
Paranormal; Religion
etc.

Students must also
produce an
introduction,
conclusion and
evaluation.

The Holocaust
- What is
Anti-semitism?
-Why did Hitler hate
the Jews?
- What was
Kristallnacht?
-What were the
Jewish Ghettos?
(Schindler’s List)
-The Cattle Trucks.

-The Concentration
Camp System.
-Auschwitz project
-Film: The Boy in
Striped Pyjamas.
-What have the Jewish
Community done to
remember the victims
of the Holocaust?

Implement
Summer

Sikhism and
Equality

-What does it mean
to be a Sikh?
-Why are there 10
Gurus?
-How and why was
the Khalsa formed?
-What are the five
Ks?
-The Gurdwara and
worship.

-Sikhism and
women.

Revision
End of Year 7 Exam
Dirt Mark Test

Islam
-How did Islam begin?
- The  importance of
Muhammad PBUH for Muslims.
-The  meaning and importance
of the Holy Qur’an.
-  Wudu andPrayer in Islam
-The Five Duties or Pillars of
Islam  Project.

-The Burkha debate
-Marriage and divorce
in  Islam

Revision
End of Year 8 Exam
Dirt Mark Test

Responding to
Discrimination

- What’s the most
effective way to
protest against unfair
laws?
-The Suffragettes
-What is pacifism?
-What was the British
Empire?
- How did Gandhi free
India from the
British? (clips from
the film Gandhi).

-Racism in America
-Segregation
- Rosa Parks and the
Civil Rights Movement.
- How did Martin
Luther King’s Christian
faith guide his action?

Revision
End of Year 9 Exam
Dirt Mark Test



By age 14 students should Knowledge

● Knowledge  of Christianity
and other world religions
(inc . Sikhism, Hinduism
and Buddhism).

● Knowledge of Moral and
ethical views such as
wisdom, justice
compassion and integrity

● Different religious
responses to  questions
about the nature and
meaning of human life

● To know how practices
stem from beliefs and
teachings

● To know how beliefs are
transmitted (people, text
and traditions).

Understanding

● The importance and
significance of religious
belief for the majority of
people;

● To understand how
religious teaching affects
a persons’ behaviour;

● To understand some of
the similarities and
differences between and
within Religious
traditions;

● To understand religious
responses to ultimate
questions and reasons
for these responses;

● To understand different
religious responses to
ethical issues and
reasons for them.

Skills

●Independence
●Communication
●Empathy
●Literacy
●Reflection
●Analysis
●Team work
●Critical thinking
●Evaluation

KS4 Year 10 AQA Religious Studies Year 11 NCCEA Religious Studies (Short Course) Christian Ethics

Implement
Autumn

Christian Beliefs
-An introduction to GCSE RS
-The Nature of God
- The life and death of Jesus
- The Incarnation
-The meaning  of the
Crucifixion
- The meaning of the
Resurrection
- The Ascension
- The Genesis account of
Creation
-Christian beliefs about life
after death

Religion and Life
- What is abortion & the  law on abortion
- Pro-life & Pro-Choice arguments
-Different Christian view on abortion.
-What is euthanasia & the law on
Euthanasia
- The  euthanasia debate
- Different Christian views on Euthanasia
- Christian and scientific  view of creation
- Death and the  afterlife
-Issues surrounding vivisection
-Christian views on protection the
environment and vivisection

War and Peace
-Reasons for war
-Causes of war
-Arguments for and against war
-Victims of war - Child soldiers,
refugees and civilians
-Should Christians fight in war?
-Just War

Revision
Mock Exam
Exam feedback

-Holy War
-Pacifism/Does Pacifism work
-Terrorism
- Forgiveness and reconciliation
- The ethics of modern warfare -
the use of biological,chemical and
nuclear  weapons



Implement
Spring

Crime and Punishment
- The debate surrounding
Capital Punishment
-Christian views on Capital
Punishment
-Forgiveness
-The aims of punishment
- The causes of crime
- The different types of
punishment

Christian Practices
-Forms of worship
-Prayer
-The Sacraments- Baptism
-The significance of the Eucharist
-Pilgrimage - Lourdes and Iona
-Festivals - Christmas and Easter
-The  Role of the church in the local
community
-The  Role of the Church in the world -
responses to poverty

Poverty
-Bible teaching on responsibility
towards people in need
-The causes and characteristics of
local, national and global poverty
- The work of one organisation
fighting poverty and injustice, for
example Christian Aid or Salvation
Army.
-Ways in which individuals and
communities can respond to and
support both fair trade  and
campaigns for Justice.

Prejudice and Discrimination
-The causes and types of prejudice
and discrimination, including race,
religion, genderand disability.
-Biblical and church opinions on
prejudice and discrimination.

Implement
Summer

Jewish Beliefs
-Denominations of Judaism
-The Nature of G-d
-The Covenants
- The Ten Commandments
-Key moral principles
-The Messiah
-Life after death, judgement
and resurrection

Relationships and Families
-Religious teachings about human
sexuality
-Sexual relationships before and outside
marriage
-Contraception and family planning
-Religious  teachings about marriage
-Divorce and  remarriage
-The nature of families
-The purpose of families
-Religious attitudes to gender equality

Final Revision - cover module
Marriage and the Family  as this was
originally taught during lockdown.
Revise:
- Crime, Punishment and
Forgiveness
-Bio-ethics
-War
-Poverty
-Prejudice

NCCEA GCSE Exam 25th May 2021

By age 16 students should



● Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religions and non-religious beliefs, such as atheism and humanism
● Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs,teachings and sources of wisdom and authority, including through their readingof key religious texts,

other texts and scriptures of the religions they are studying
● Demonstrate their ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced and structured written arguments, demonstrating theirdepth and breadth of understanding

of the subject
● Be able to reflect on and develop their own values, belief, meaning, purpose, truth and their influence on human life
● Be able to reflect on and develop their own values, beliefs and attitudes in the light of what they have learnt and contribute to their preparation for adult life in a

pluralistic society and global community.

Skills development at KS3 and KS4

Students will have the opportunity to develop the following skills throughout the curriculum. These skills will be revisited and built upon throughout KS3 and KS4 and form an
essential part of the Bailiwick of Guernsey Big Picture Curriculum:

● Critical Thinking - using curiosity to ask well structured questions and challenge what they observe and already believe about the world to generate deeper thinking
and learning through disciplined reasoning and ethical enquiry.

● Teamwork - Learning from and with others by listening, encouraging, communicating and adopting different roles to work towards a group goal that is greater than
the individual achievements of its members.

● Investigation – this includes: asking relevant questions; knowing how to use a variety of sources in order to gather information; knowing what may count as good
evidence in understanding religion(s).

● Interpretation – this includes: the ability to draw meaning from artefacts, works of art, poetry and symbolism; the ability to interpret religious language; the ability to
suggest meanings of religious texts.

● Reflection – this includes: the ability to reflect on feelings, experience, attitudes, beliefs, values, relationships, practices and ultimate questions.
● Empathy – this includes: developing the power of imagination to identify feelings such as love, wonder, forgiveness and sorrow; the ability to consider the thoughts,

feelings, experiences, attitudes, beliefs and values of others; the ability to see the world through the eyes of others, and to see issues from their point of view.
● Evaluation – this includes: the ability to debate issues of religious significance with reference to evidence, argument, opinion and statements of faith; weighing the

respective claims of self-interest, consideration for others, religious teaching and individual conscience.
● Analysis – this includes: distinguishing between opinion, belief and fact; recognizing bias, caricature, prejudice and stereotyping; distinguishing between the features

of different religions.
● Synthesis – this includes: linking significant features of religion(s) together in a coherent pattern; connecting different aspects of life into a meaningful whole.
● Application – this includes: making links between religion and individual, community, national and international life; identifying key religious values and their links

with secular values.
● Expression – this includes: the ability to articulate ideas, beliefs and values; the ability to respond to religious ideas, beliefs and questions through a variety of media.



● Self-understanding – this includes: the ability to draw meaning from significant experiences in their own and others’ lives and from religious questions and answers.


