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Dear students and parents, 

We wish you an enjoyable half term. Within
this newsletter you will find lots of creative
and physical activities which may inspire you
to undertake your own at home. Something
to draw your attention to are the number of
opportunities to test your skills and enter a
competition. If you are not sure how to
spend half term this would certainly be an
opportunity to take the plunge and have a
go.

We hope you also have used some of your
time during lockdown to continue to read.
There is so much choice around whether a
magazine, book or eBook remember the
Guille-Allés library loans eBooks and has
access to podcasts and audio books as well,
check out: www.library.gg. 

Yours sincerely,

Mrs V Godley
Principal
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HOME  LEARN ING  STARS

Year 9, PSHCE, RESPONSES TO ACTION FOR CHILDREN VIDEOS
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We've had some more
great pieces of work

handed in recently Well
done to everyone

featured this week!

Spencer Robins, Year 8, ICT
Spencer was tasked with making a stop motion animation
clip using anything around the house. Here are some stills

from his video:

Amelie Nicolle

Kirstie Gosney



Year 8, Art Research
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Mathilde Flouquet

Isabelle Marshall



Year 8 P.E.
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Rainers Verpelis' run

Amy Adams' acrobatic puddle jump

Olivia Atkinson's yoga

Rosalie Cluett-Hall's sit ups

Samuel Kaill's stretches

Sarah Le Huray's work out

Katherine Luxon's 1 minute 
plank

Elysia Peachey's plank

Camdyn Le Page's isolation
workout



Year 7 Enrichment

Drama Tableaux and Films

WELL  DONE  TO  ALL

 OF   OUR  STUDENTS  FOR  

THE  EFFORT  YOU 'VE  

PUT  I N TO  REMOTE  

LEARN ING

 TH I S  WEEK
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Lydia Le Lacheur's scones

Noah Millar

Poppy-Mae Holden



The Orwell Youth Prize seeks to support the next generation of socially engaged
young writers and thinkers. This year they are seeking creative responses to the

theme ‘A New Direction, Starting Small’. Journalism, essays, short stories, blog posts,
poems, and plays are all welcome. The prize is open to all students in years 8 - 13.

 
The Orwell foundation offers personalised feedback for everyone who enters their
first draft by 12th April 2021. If you request feedback, you can submit a final entry

before the closing date of 17th May 2021. Find more information here:
https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-orwell-youth-prize/
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 LEARN ING  CHALLENGE :  COMPET I T IONS

Want to push yourself? There are some great competitions currently accepting
applications.

The Orwell Youth Prize

THE PRIZES 
 

    - Have your work
published and

recognised by your
peers and

professionals
- Win a cash prize

- Win books for
yourself and your
school (winners

receive all of Orwell's
work, runners up
Orwell's Essays)
- Help shape the

national
conversation

Who was George Orwell?
George Orwell is one of the world’s most influential

writers, known for his journalism, non-fiction
accounts, essays and famous novels Animal Farm

and Nineteen Eighty-four. His clear writing and
political purpose have inspired and influenced
countless journalists, authors and others, of all

political persuasions and none, in the generations
since.

https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-orwell-youth-prize/


The Young Artists’ Summer Show is a free, open submission
exhibition for students aged 5 - 19. Artworks are judged by
artists and arts professionals with selected artworks
displayed online and on-site at the Royal Academy of Arts
in London. There is a prize for each key stage and a
people’s choice award. Each student can submit up to three
artworks of any type and there is no theme. Submission
closes on 26 April 2021. 

Find out more here:
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/

Organised by the Guernsey Literary Festival, the Myths and Legends writing competition
is open to students in the Baliwick of Guernsey. The task is to write an imaginary 300-
word story inspired by a myth or legend; this could be a Guernsey or Greek myth or by a
legend from the past, such as Robin Hood or King Arthur. Pieces will be judged on
creativity, clarity, style and accuracy of language. The closing date is 12 March 2021. 

THE PRIZES 
 

  1st Prize = £50 cash, the
2021 trophy and a certificate 

 
2nd and 3rd Prize = £25
cash and a certificate  

 
SEND Prize = £50 cash, 2021

trophy and a certificate 
 

Highly Commended = £10
book token and a certificate 

 
 

STUCK FOR IDEAS? 
 

  How about writing about Guernsey’s
dreaded black dogs? Tchîco, the dog of the
dead, is thought to haunt several places.
One of the most famous is said to live in

Tower Hill. The creature is known as la Bête
de la Tour and is never actually seen, but

only heard. The beast is said to pull chains
behind it as it moves and is particularly

active during the Christmas period.
 
 

Royal Academy Young Artists’ Summer Show

The WriteStuff Myths and Legends Writing Competition 
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Find out more information here:
https://2021.writestuff.gg/

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/
https://2021.writestuff.gg/


Young Game Designers is an initiative by BAFTA that inspires and supports young
people to create, develop and present their new game idea to the world. The

competition is open to young people between 10 and 18 years old and closes for entries
15 March 2021. There are three categories: the game concept, game making and

mentor award. Finalists receive a bundle of games goodies, a series of masterclasses
and online networking with industry professionals plus the opportunity for digital

mentorship and careers advice from Intro Games. 
 

Find out more information here: http://ygd.bafta.org/

Young Songwriter is the leading international
songwriting competition for 8-18 year olds. It is open to
young people aged 8-18. Entries can be submitted by
individuals or groups/bands. Songs must be under 4.5
minutes and can be on any topic and in any genre of
music. All lyrics and music must be the entrant's own
original work. They judge every song on three key
elements: lyrics, melody, and chords/instrumental. The
closing date is  31st March 2021. 
 
Find out more information here:
https://www.songacademy.co.uk/says21/
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BAFTA YOUNG GAME DESIGNERS

YOUNG SONGWRITER 2021

BP ULTIMATE STEM CHALLENGE: A HOME FOR NATURE
This year’s Ultimate STEM Challenge invites young people to get creative and design a
home for nature, using natural and technical solutions, to improve biodiversity in their

local community. The challenge is open to 9 to 14-year-olds and pupils may enter as
individuals or teams of 3-4. The competitions asks pupils to record ideas as a sketch, plan
or labelled diagram or create a painting or computer model. A winner will be chosen for
each age category (9-11 and 11-14), as well as an overall challenge winner. The overall

winner will receive a £3,000 prize to spend on creating their home for nature, while the
category winners will receive £1,000 each. 

 
Find out more information here: https://bpes.bp.com/usc-secondary-resources

http://ygd.bafta.org/
https://www.songacademy.co.uk/says21/
https://bpes.bp.com/usc-secondary-resources


In honour of the bicentenary celebration of the
poet John Keats's life, works and legacy, this
poetry competition challenge is to write a poem
inspired by John Keats, illness poetry and the
pandemic. The poem could be on illness,
disability, mental health issues, the body, loss or
self-care. The challenge is for writers aged 25 and
younger. You can send as many poems as you
like. The deadline is 28 March 2021. Selected
poets will be published on Young Poets Network
and sent a Young Poets Network notebook,
poetry books and other goodies. 
 
Find out more information here:
https://ypn.poetrysociety.org.uk/workshop/the-
weariness-the-fever-and-the-fret-writing-illness-
health-and-john-keats/
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YOUNG POETS NETWORK

THE BIG BANG COMPETITION

The Big Bang Competition recognises and
rewards young people's achievements in
all areas of science, technology,
engineering and maths (STEM). It is open
to students aged 11 to 19 and they can
enter any project work they have
completed. Entrants are asked to submit a
short video or written report about their
project. Entry opens in March, closes early
May and then a number of projects will be
selected to showcase at the finals in
summer 2021. 
 
Find out more information here:
https://competition.thebigbangfair.co.uk/

Here are some examples of previous
project titles: 

 
Plastic Filtering Robot Whale

Why should we wash our hands?
Building for Climate Change

Sign Language Gloves
Is sun cream water resistant?
Auto-inflatable car roof-tent

Shining a Light on Dark Matter 

https://ypn.poetrysociety.org.uk/workshop/the-weariness-the-fever-and-the-fret-writing-illness-health-and-john-keats/
https://competition.thebigbangfair.co.uk/


The Alan Turing Cryptography Competition is aimed at secondary school children who
enjoy breaking codes and solving ciphers and is organised by the Department of

Mathematics at the University of Manchester. The competition started on 18th January,
with problems being released on subsequent Monday afternoons at 4pm. This year,
there won't be prizes or a Cryptography Day and the puzzles are open to everyone
without registration. You can still check if your solution is right, and they will let you

know if you are the first person to find the solution to that puzzle. You can also practice
puzzles from previous years in their archive. 

 
Find the puzzles and more information here:

https://www.maths.manchester.ac.uk/cryptography_competition/

From the same people who organise the Alan
Turing Cryptography Competition, the Maths
Bombe competition also releases weekly maths
problems on Wednesday afternoons at 4pm. The
puzzles span the whole spectrum of mathematics:
from fiendish logic puzzles in pure mathematics
to applications of mathematics in real-world
settings. This year, the competition is open to
everyone without registration and you will be able
to check if your solution is right, and they will let
you know if you are the first person to find the
solution for that puzzle. 
 
Find the problems and more information here:
https://www.maths.manchester.ac.uk/mathsbom
be/index.php
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THE ALAN TURING CRYPTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

MATHS BOMBE COMPETITION

https://www.maths.manchester.ac.uk/cryptography_competition/
https://www.maths.manchester.ac.uk/mathsbombe/index.php


1-7 February was Children's Mental Health Week, which makes it all the more relevant
to point out the benefits of reading for positive mental health. Research from Oxford
University Press suggests that reading can help relieve depression and chronic pain.

On top of this, reading can provide a powerful role in supporting children as they
navigate through difficult experiences and challenging times. These themed booklists
from BookTrust and The Reading Agency recommend books for young people related

to mental health and well-being. Check the previous newsletter for access to online
libraries. 

 
BookTrust Mental Health booklist and other resources

 
Reading Well booklist for young people's mental health
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Sir Linkalot spelling app (free
one-week trail)

Accelerated Reader
Englicious English grammar

made fun resources
Vocabulary.com quiz

Word of the day and quizzes
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READ ING  &  L I TERACY

L I T ERACY  RESOURCES WORD  OF  THE  WEEK

Complacent
When someone feels very pleased with

themselves or feels they don't need to do
anything about a situation, even though it

may be dangerous or uncertain. 
Example: We must not let ourselves get

complacent. 
Synonyms: smug, self-satisfied

 
 
 
 

H IGHL IGHTS  FROM  THE  L I S TS

More Than This: Carnegie Medal-
winning author Patrick Ness tackles
weighty questions of life and death
head on in this provocative and
challenging novel. Combining
elements of a sci-fi thriller with the
abstract and philosophical, this is
bold, unusual and beautifully written. 

Under Rose Tainted Skies:
Seventeen-year-old Norah is
essentially trapped in her own
home, caught in the vice-like
grip of Agoraphobia and OCD.
Then one day a new young
neighbour on the street arouses
her curiosity.

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookmark-disability-and-books/mental-health/
https://reading-well.org.uk/books/books-on-prescription/young-people-mental-health
https://www.sirlinkalot.org/
https://www.renaissance.com/products/accelerated-reader/
http://www.englicious.org/
https://www.vocabulary.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day


BU I LD ING  UNEARTHED  AT  VALE  MI L L  QUARRY  COULD  BE  A

PUMP  HOUSE

 

ADM IRAL  PARK  WORKS  DEEMED  ESSENT IA L  

 

TO I LERS  OF  THE  SEA  F I LM ING  COULD  START  BY  SEPTEMBER

 

PUBL I C  HEALTH  FOCUSES  ON  G IV ING  OUT  F I RST

INOCULAT ION
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NEWS  L I TERACY

We hope that you had a chance to read a news article or headlines last week. This
News Cycle article from the Economist Educational Foundation gives information on

the Covid-19 vaccines. 

Can  y ou  wo r k  ou t  wha t  t h e  wo rd s  i n  r e d  i n  t h e  r e c en t  Gue r n s e y

P r e s s  head l i n e s  mean ?



Guernsey's Health Improvement Commission has collated healthy, affordable, and
accessible ideas to help families and individuals create health meals at home. The

page also includes ways for parents to support their children to build healthy
relationships with food.

 
Find the resources here: https://healthimprovement.gg/services/eat-well/eat-well-

home

The Health Improvement Commission has also published a guide to Guernsey's
Ruettes Tranquilles, all of which give priority to walkers, cyclists and horse riders and a
speed limit of 15 mph, making them perfect for families who want to enjoy the beauty

of the island by foot or bicycle this half term. 
 

Find out more information and resources here:
https://healthimprovement.gg/news/article/getoutthere
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EAT  WELL  @  HOME

CH I LDREN 'S  MENTAL  HEALTH  WEEK

1-7 February is Children's Mental Health Week. Take a look at their website to find a
range of resources, including an assembly, virtual sessions and resources to help

children express themselves: https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-
and-carers/

 
This article from a child psychologist also gives top tips for managing your child's

anxiety

https://healthimprovement.gg/services/eat-well/eat-well-home
https://healthimprovement.gg/news/article/getoutthere
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2021/january/its-ok-not-to-be-ok-top-tips-for-managing-your-childs-anxiety/

