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Monday 1st February 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you for your support during our first week of distance learning. I realise it is a constant juggle for families and 
working from home. We are so very grateful for the work you are doing. 
 
Most families who needed a device have now been contacted and collected but if your child is without please inform 
either your head of year or tutor as soon as possible. 
 
I am delighted to include a link to our first newsletter which showcases some of the brilliant work your children have 
completed over the course of last week as well as some helpful links and ideas to keep your children entertained.  
 
We clearly all continue to learn what is working well and what needs to be improved, and distance learning is one 
area we will continually review. We would be grateful if you would complete the parent questionnaire here to let us 
know how your first week has progressed. We realise there's so much to get used too. It may not feel like you are on 
top but please know you are doing your very best and if we can help we will. Your views are really important to us; 
we will send this questionnaire out regularly during this period of distance learning. 
 
Please do ensure we have your most up to date contact details (mobile and email address) this has been so 
important when we have been asked to support contact tracing and also for our staff to get in touch. If you have 
updated any details please send to: office@stsampsonshigh.sch.gg.  
 
We have heard a lot of discussion in various forums last week on the island about the use of live video lessons as 
part of the arrangements for Distance Learning. 
 
This method of delivery has been discussed at length by the members of the Executive Leadership Team responsible 
for the four-state mainstream secondary schools.  I thought it would be helpful to set out our agreed approaches 
here and a reminder to the Guidance parents have been given for Distance Learning here. 
 
I hope you understand that the decision not to use live video lessons as a routine part of our provision is based on 
making best use of time and, in our assessment, in the best interests of all of our students. As with all educational 
issues, if and when there is credible evidence to suggest that live video lessons are better than other forms of 
remote learning we will review our approach.  
 
Finally, I want to give my heartfelt thanks to all staff at St Sampson’s High School who have rallied and adapted to 
working quickly in very different ways. We hope by the end of this second week we begin to find a rhythm to our 
daily routines. Do keep in touch if we can offer any further support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs V Godley 
Principal 
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